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When we compare home sales in the close-in Metro area from May of 2013 to May of 2014, the District of Columbia was the bright light of the area. Numbers were generally flat in close-in Maryland and Virginia compared to a year ago, but the District showed a 13 % increase in dollar volume of sales and a very big 9.7 % increase in price.
 
 The popularity of DC has a lot to do with the increasing population of young buyers with good jobs who want to live downtown where they can walk or Metro to work and have easy access to cultural attractions, restaurants and night life.  And, as downtown Washington continues to blossom, we can expect prices to go up faster there than in the suburbs, with the close-in neighborhoods seeing more gains than the outlying areas.
 
*Statistics are taken from the Metropolitan Regional Information System for three areas: Washington, D.C.; Montgomery Country, Maryland; and Fairfax County, Arlington, Alexandria and Falls Church in Virginia.
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